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Ancient Greece -Geography





                 Mrs. Valdes
  The ancient Greeks have had an enduring impact on Western civilization.  They developed the first known system of democratic government.  Their belief in human reason and their spirit of free inquiry led to important advances in mathematics, science, art, literature, and philosophy.
  Ancient Greece consisted of a large mountainous peninsula, the islands of the Aegean Sea, and the coast of present-day Turkey.  Greece is rocky and mountainous.  In ancient times, the mountains kept Greek cities separated and isolated from one another.  Therefore, the Greeks lived in separate, independent city-states.  The Greeks called each city-state a “polis.”  A Greek was a citizen of his polis.  Because of Greece’s hilly terrain, parts of Greece, like Athens, came to depend on trade since farming was difficult.  The ancient Greeks produced wine, olive oil, and pottery which they traded with other peoples of the Mediterranean.  Through these contacts the Greeks became exposed to important ideas such as the Phoenician alphabet (the Phoenicians invented a simple alphabet of 22 letters) and Egyptian geometry.  The Greeks benefited from the achievements of the ancient civilizations in the Middle East.
	Geography of Greece: 
	Effects of Geographic Features:

	Greece is rocky and mountainous.


	

	Greece consists of a peninsula and islands.


	


    Over a period of time, the Greek city-states tried several different forms of government.  In 800 B.C., kings ruled and passed their power to their sons.  By 700 B.C., a small group of families with large amounts of land had taken over.  These powerful families were called aristocrats.  They also passed the right to rule from father to son.  In about 600 B.C., strong leaders began to use force to take over the government of several city-states.  These strong rulers were called tyrants.  Eventually, a leader named Solon helped create democracy, or rule by citizens, in Athens.  The ancient Athenians invented democracy or a system of government where average citizens had political power.  Democracy has become the most important contribution the ancient Greeks made to civilization.
Let’s define the following political terms:

· Aristocracy: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· Tyrant: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· Democracy: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________



Date: _______

Ancient Greece - Athens and Sparta





Mrs. Carey

 Athenian democracy meant rule by only some people, not all.  Only 40,000 of the 300,000 Athenians had the right to vote.  Only citizens of Athens had this right and only free men born in Athens were citizens.  Women, slaves, and foreigners were not citizens and could not vote.  At first, each Athenian citizen voted on every law.  This type of democracy is called direct democracy.  Soon, however, the number of citizens at the city assembly became too large.  So, the government created a council of 500 citizens.  The government chose the members of the council by lottery.  The council members served for one year.
  Sparta, another city state, was located on a peninsula in southern Greece called the Peloponnesus.  The Spartans were a war-like people.  They forced those they defeated to work as slaves on their farms.  Spartan slaves were called helots.  The Spartans constantly had to use force to keep control over the helots, who outnumbered them.  Because of this threat to Sparta, life was organized around military needs.  Individualism and new ideas were discouraged.  Strict obedience and self-discipline were emphasized.  In Sparta, government officials examined each baby.  They left a sick child on a hill to die.  When a boy was seven, the government took him from his parents.  It kept him hungry and expected him to steal food.  And if he got caught, the leaders punished him severely.  At the age of 20, he became a citizen.  At 30, he married.  Until age 60, he lived in a military camp with all the other soldiers.
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	Characteristics of Athens:

	Characteristics of Sparta:

	
	

	
	

	
	


Ancient Greek civilization is considered a classical civilization.  A classical civilization is a civilization that created important ideas and objects that people still use today.
What were the contributions of the ancient Greeks?

	The Contribution:
	Description of the Contribution:

	Political Contribution:

Democracy

	

	Architectural Contribution:

Columns in Architecture

	

	Philosophical Contribution:

Socrates and Asking Questions

	

	Artistic Contribution:

Realistic Sculpture
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Word Bank:
Athens, Parthenon, Mountains, Helots, Water, Columns, Plato, Olympics, Sparta, Polis, Socrates
1- Which society practiced direct democracy?

              (1) ancient Athens               (3) Gupta Empire

              (2) dynastic China               (4) early Egypt

2- What effect did the geography of ancient Greece have on its early development?

(1) The mountainous terrain led to the creation of independent city-states.

(2) A lack of natural seaports limited communication.

(3) An inland location hindered trade and colonization.

(4) Abundant natural resources encouraged self-sufficiency.

3-Which statement most likely represents the view of a citizen of ancient Athens visiting Sparta?

(1) “The government and society in Sparta are so strict. The people have little voice in government.”

(2) “I feel as though I have never left home.  Everything here is the same as it is in Athens.”

(3) “This society allows for more freedom of expression than I have ever experienced in Athens.”

(4) “I have never heard of a society like Sparta that believes in only one God.”

4- Olympic games, the poems of Homer, and Hellenistic culture are associated with which ancient civilization?

                           (1) Egyptian                      (3) Roman

                           (2) Greek                           (4) Phoenician
5- In a comparison of the ancient cities of Athens and Sparta, Sparta placed more emphasis on 
(1) education

(2) military service

(3) family order

(4) human rights
6- Which geographic factor contributed to the formation of independent city-states in ancient

Greece?
(1) tropical rainforests

(2) fertile farmland

(3) navigable rivers

(4) mountainous topography
Base your answer to question 4 on the quotation

below and on your knowledge of social studies.

…We give our obedience to those whom we put

in positions of authority, and we obey the laws

themselves, especially those which are for the

protection of the oppressed, and those unwritten

laws which it is an acknowledged shame to

break.…

— Pericles, quoted in History of the

Peloponnesian War
6- In this quotation, Pericles is praising Athenian:

(1) civic values

(2) artistic creativity

(3) military strengths

(4) commercial success

